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New Innovative Trade Show Format: 
USE to Debut in Düsseldorf in 2027 
 
Messe Düsseldorf Expands Its Portfolio, Adds Welding and Cutting Industry 
 
It’s a milestone with a dual effect: “The Ultimate World of Cutting and Welding – 
Urban Steel Expo” – USE for short – doesn’t just represent a new stage for the 
welding and cutting industry, it also demonstrates Messe Düsseldorf’s leading 
global position in the field of metalworking. Together with its strategic partner 
MingleMakers, which will simultaneously host the industry event "Urban Steel 
Rockstars" (USR), Messe Düsseldorf will create a new form of exchange and 
networking from April 20 to 23, 2027, seamlessly combining technology, 
business, and event culture. The upshot is a future-proof trade show format that 
meets the needs of the industry and enhances Messe Düsseldorf’s trade show 
portfolio. 
 
Düsseldorf, March 6, 2025. The welding and cutting industry is finding a new 
home at Messe Düsseldorf – with a dynamic trade show format the industry’s been 
waiting for. “The Ultimate World of Cutting and Welding – Urban Steel Expo” (USE) 
redefines the classic trade show format by merging technology, business, 
creativity and community into one industry event. Industry leaders such as 
Kemper, Filtershop, Microstep, Accurl Europe, Weldas, Sinto Agtos, Optrel, Kuka, 
Cloos, EWM, Jasic, ESAB, Siegmund, OTC, Kjellberg and Abicor-Binzel have 
already confirmed their participation in the premiere at the Messe Düsseldorf 
Exhibition Center. Subsequently, USE will take place every four years, enriching 
the company’s portfolio of industrial trade shows. 
 
Some 44 Düsseldorf trade shows around the globe are currently dedicated to 
metalworking in various dimensions – including seven leading trade fairs in 
Düsseldorf: wire, Tube, VALVE WORLD EXPO, the trade show quartet “The Bright 
World of Metals” (GIFA, METEC, THERMPROCESS and NEWCAST), and, from 
2027, USE for the welding and cutting sector. 
 
New Paths for Messe Düsseldorf 
Wolfram N. Diener, CEO of Messe Düsseldorf, couldn’t be clearer: “No leading 
trade show organizer presents the world of metalworking as comprehensively and 
internationally as Messe Düsseldorf – from Canada to Saudi Arabia, and from pipes, 
wires and valve technology to metallurgy and foundry technology. Welding and 
cutting is a perfect match. With USE, we are not only reinforcing Messe 
Düsseldorf’s global leadership but also opening up the world market to industry 
players as comprehensively as possible. At the same time, we are breaking new 
ground with USE.” 



2 
 

Bernd Jablonowski, Executive Director Messe Düsseldorf, explains what these 
new paths look like: “The welding and cutting industry had a need, and we 
delivered: no formal atmosphere, but instead, a hands-on, dynamic event with 
practical relevance. Messe Düsseldorf is the ideal modern venue for such 
innovative trade fair concepts that combine experience and business. USE 2027 
will set new standards and take the industry to a whole new level.” 
 
USR: Urban Steel Rockstars – The Event in the Event 
Messe Düsseldorf will be supported by the industry event experts from 
MingleMakers, who already made a splash in the welding and steel industry with 
the annual Urban Steel Rockstars (USR) convention. Centered on communication, 
brands and experiences, USR will be integrated into USE in the future. A special 
USR highlight are the master classes, in which leading industry experts impart 
valuable know-how and bring current trends to life interactively. USR is thus 
creating a modern platform that combines traditional trade show approaches with 
innovative communication elements. In the same way, MingleMakers will also 
endow USE with a unique event dimension. “The cooperation with Messe 
Düsseldorf enables us to take USR to a new level by jointly establishing a holistic 
format for a new world-leading trade show. The symbiosis of USE and USR marks 
a milestone for the industry, one that will turn Düsseldorf into the center of a unique 
experience,” emphasizes Frederic Lanz, CEO of MingleMakers UG. 
 
The city of Düsseldorf scores points with the industry thanks to its excellent 
infrastructure, central location in the heart of Europe, and outstanding accessibility. 
At the center of it all is Messe Düsseldorf, with its large, modern exhibition center 
and comprehensive trade fair portfolio. 
 
Save the Date: USE 2027 
The Ultimate World of Cutting and Welding – Urban Steel Expo will take place in 
Düsseldorf from April 20 to 23, 2027. For more information, go to www.USE-
expo.de. 
 
The Messe Düsseldorf Group  
Messe Düsseldorf is among the most successful trade show organizers worldwide. It hosts 
around 40 trade shows, including 20 leading international ones, at its 613,000-m² 
exhibition center in Düsseldorf, Germany. Across 18 halls, international market leaders and 
top decision-makers of various sectors get together every year in order to present and 
discover innovations, to exchange ideas and to network. Messe Düsseldorf’s sectors of 
expertise include: “Machinery, Plants and Equipment,” including metallurgy and foundry 
technology (inter alia drupa, K, interpack, glasstec, wire and Tube); “Retail, Trades and 
Services” (EuroShop, EuroCIS, ProWein); “Health and Medical Technology” (MEDICA, 
COMPAMED, REHACARE, A+A); “Lifestyle and Beauty” (BEAUTY, TOP HAIR); “Leisure” 
(boot, CARAVAN SALON); and “Mobility” (XPONENTIAL, Flotte!). Completing this lineup are 
numerous conventions, corporate events, conferences and meetings by subsidiary 
Düsseldorf Congress. Abroad, Messe Düsseldorf organizes more than 80 events. The 
corporate group’s global network encompasses 78 foreign representatives for 142 
countries – including seven international subsidiaries. 
 

http://www.use-expo.de/
http://www.use-expo.de/
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